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Shaping the future through
transformative innovation

VCU is uniquely positioned to shape the future through transformative 
innovation. Our faculty, staff, trainees and students are a talented and engaged 
driving force, reflective of our diverse, urban community. We collaborate to bring 
creative solutions where others see boundaries. Our creativity and innovation 
are integrated with community values and the entrepreneurial ecosystem that 
surrounds us. Every day, our faculty researchers shape the future through their
teaching and training of undergraduate and graduate students, post-docs and 
other trainees, as well as through engaging in numerous efforts to enrich the 
lives of those in our local community and finding new and potential solutions to
society’s grand challenges.

Among our many ongoing efforts to shape the future that are bearing fruit
now the birth of a liver institute late in 2021 has led to VCU's largest donation
ever (https://bit.ly/3Lu8Qlw) to support treatment and research; and the
renaming of a $100 million initiative to increase diversity in clinical trials in honor
of the VCU Massey Cancer Center's director (https://bit.ly/3L8rnme), whose
work regarding health equities is nationally recognized, and much more.

The One VCU Research fosters our transdisciplinary culture across our diverse 
campuses and disciplines to achieve public impact across the region, the state, 
the nation and the globe. We are built for breakthroughs.

To view Dr. Rao's 2021 State of the Research
presentation, https://bit.ly/3yz0ntl

https://bit.ly/3Lu8Qlw
https://bit.ly/3L8rnme
https://bit.ly/3yz0ntl


ONE VCU RESEARCH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES PLAN 

Shaping the future 
The One VCU Research Strategic Priorities Plan (https://bit.ly/3wrVVtC) is our blueprint for 
transformative innovation. Through our inclusive culture of collaboration, engaged community and 
creativity, we focus on delivering results that make a difference, addressing today's real-world 
challenges. These are the challenges that are sometimes hard to see clearly, solve easily or make 
sustainable. This is where we make breakthroughs happen. 

We do this by investing in our strengths, our community-partnered success, our transdisciplinary 
impact areas focused on enriching the human experience, achieving a just and equitable society, 
optimizing health and supporting sustainable energy and environments. 

In 2021, VCU entered the first two-year phase of this university-wide, six-year plan, with investment 
commitments to advance public impact research priorities. The plan aligns with our mission and our 
vision as well as the forthcoming recalibration of the university
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s overall strategic plan. 
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Enriching 
the human 
experience 
Modernizing white canes 
Cang Ye, Ph.D. (top left) (https://bit.ly/3161pqT) 

lmprov and homelessness 
Elizabeth Byland (top right, middle) (https://bit.ly/3Ck0YOq) 

Addressing youth violence 
Nicholas Thomson, Ph.D. (bottom right); Terri Sullivan, Ph.D. 
(bottom left) (https:/ /bit.ly/313cFCe) 
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Achieving a Just 
and Equitable 
Society 
Combating inequities in lung 
cancer 
Robert A. Winn, M.D. (left) (https://bit.ly/3yy8N49) 

Conversations during crisis 
Brittany Haupt, Ph.D. (top right) (https://bit.ly/3PfvY9f) 

Segregation in education 
Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, Ph.D. (bottom right) 
(https://bit.ly/3Na2ilN) 
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Optimizing 
Health 
Fighting the opioid crisis 
Caitlin Martin, M.D. (top left) F. Gerard Moeller, M.D. (top right) 
(https://bit.ly/3jQlb7I) 

Tackling sickle eel Is 
Martin Safo, Ph.D. (bottom left) (https://bit.ly/3wp5R7d) 

Treating triple-negative 

breast cancer 
Senthil Radhakrishnan, Ph.D. (bottom right) 
(https://bit.ly/316Bdvy) 
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Supporting 
Sustainable Energy 
and Environments 
Breeding ecology of 
prothonotary warblers 
Cathy Viverette, Ph.D. (top) (https://bit.ly/3Nf2czb) 

Renewable hydrogen 
Ram Gupta, Ph.D. (bottom left) (https:/ /bit.ly/30ce3kz) 

Tracking air quality 
Stephen Fong, Ph.D. (bottom right) (https:/ /bit.ly/39banyh) 
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Designation of VCU-wide 
research institutes and centers 
Following a review in 2021, nine institutes and centers earned the designation as a 
university-wide "VCU Research Institute and Center." These facilities were recognized for 
not only advancing VCU's overall research funding and enterprise, but for fostering increased 
collaborative research among various schools and colleges and across our campuses and 
overall impact. 

• Center on Health Disparities (https://healthdisparities.vcu.edu/)

• Center for Rehabilitation Science and Engineering (https://pmr.vcu.edu/research/)

• Center on Society and Health (https:/ /societyhealth.vcu.edu/)

• Clark-Hill Institute for Positive Youth Development (https:/ /clarkhill.vcu.edu/)

• Institute for Drug and Alcohol Studies (https://idas.vcu.edu/)

• Institute for Research on Emotional and Behavioral Health (http://cobe.vcu.edu/)

• Institute for Structural Biology, Drug Discovery and Development
(https:/ /bit.ly/3mdfr3I)

• Institute for Women's Health (https://womenshealth.vcu.edu/)

• Partnership for People with Disabilities (https://partnership.vcu.edu/)
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